DOCUMENT RFSUME 



ED Of 6 172 



EC 031 2F6 



AUTHOR 

T TTL? 

INSTITUTION 
SPONS AGENCY 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 



Vails, Iavolia W. ; And Others 

r SEA Title III Special Education Proiects: r iscal 

Year 1°70. Final Evaluation Report. 

District of Columbia Public Schools, Washington, n.C. 
Eureau of Flementary and secondary Education 
(PHEW /OF) , Washington , P.C. 

Sen 

236p. 



EDPS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



FDRS °r ice MF-fO.fF KC-S9.E7 

Aohasia, Deaf Blind, *Fduca*ional D roqrams, 

Emotionallv Disturbed, *Fxceptional Child Pesearct, 

♦Handicapped Children, Mentally Handicapped, 

Multiply Handicapped, tproorara Evaluation, °nbella, 

Trainabl«= Mentally Her.di capped 

District of Columbia, Flementarv and Secondary 

Education Act Title TIT 



ABSTRACT 

Five experimental programs in the District of 
Columbia, which were implemented in 196P-f? and have served Ilf 
handicapped children, are evaluated. The proqramr, provided 
individualized instruction for aohasic , rubella, severely mentally 
retarded, seriously emotionally natidi ca pued , and multiply handicapped 
children. A summary and a consultant's detailed evaluation of each 
program are included, *he extent to which programs met their 
objectives, strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures are 
examined, and reccmmenda tions offered. Descriptive statistical data 
is included. Programs concentrated uron the development of linguistic 
and conceptual ability for aphasics, behavior modification principles 
in the emotionally handicapped program, the training of adaptive 
behaviors for the mentally retarded, and comprehensive education, for 
the multiply handicapped deaf and the rubella children. (*v> 
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INTRODUCTION 



Many children in the district who have handicapping conditions and 
problems are growing up without basic skills necessary for future success 
as citizens* Experience has shown that such children when properly 
challenged and given the means for growth and learning in an appropriate 
setting* on make unprecedented academic, social, psychological and physi- 
cal progress. 

Five experimental programs* were designed to serve children with 
handicapping conditions. The programs provided individualized instruction 
for aphasic, rubella, severely mentally retarded, seriously emotionally 
handicapped, and multiply-handicapped children. While ell cf these child- 
ren have distinctive problems, most of them are multiply-handicapped: a 

few have severe organic problems, such as the deaf-blind; almost all are 
affected emotionally by their handicaps; all have learning problems. 

Four of these projects were developed and implemented by the 
Developmental Center for Special Education, a branch of the Department of 
Special Education of the Public Schools in the District and one project 
was developed and implemented by the Kendall School for the Deaf on the 
campus of Callaudet College. 

The five experimental projects, implemented during the 1968-1969 
school year, have served one hundred and sixteen children. Eighty-six of 
these children have been served through the Developmental Center programs* 
housed at the Center and at six Elementary Schools; thirty children were 
served at the Kendall School i »t the Deaf. 

The five projects, though different In design and scope, have a 
common goal: to improve the educational, cultural, social and physical 

experiences of the handicapped child according to hie ability to succeed. 
All five are both comprehensive and complex and therefore present a wealth 
of possibilities for experimental investigation. Systematic, empirical 
research and a variety of evaluation techniques have been utilized in each 
project . 

Evaluation 



By building evaluation techniques into each project the evaluation 
process was able to serve a dual function in these programs. Not only did 
evaluation serve as a means of judging the overall effectiveness of the 
projects, but it also provided continual feedback to project staff so that 
they could adjust their teethods frequently to meet the educational needs of 
individual children. 

The Department of Research and Evaluation of the Division of Planning, 
Innovation and Research played an important role in the evaluation process. 



* The tern prograa(s) and project(s) are used interchangeably in this 
report* 
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The Department assisted in planning and implementing the evaluation of each 
project and contracted consultants with expertise in the training of handi- 
capped children to act as third party evaluators. A Coordinator of Title 
III EvaluatiiM on the staff of the Division worked with consultants to set 
up an evaluation program designed to assess the implementation of the 
projects in terms of their objectives and to provide feedback so that the 
program might have maximum impact on the handicapped child. 

Evaluation techniques used in the projects included not only obser- 
vation of the children's behavioral changes, but also some or all of the 
performance measures; tests, analysis of diagnostic tests, anecdotal 
records, and cumulative records. Evaluation data was also gathered from 
social workers, psychiatrists, parents, teachers, principals, and project 
directors by means of conferences, interviews, questionnaires and records, 

This Title 111 ESEA - Evaluation, Special Education Projects ; 

Final Report contains a summary and a con s ul t an t 1 s de t a i led , system* tic, 
and ob jective evaluation of each of the five projects, In their reports 
the consultants examine the extent to which the projects meet their 
stated objectives, comment on the strengths and weaknesses, the successes 
and failures of the projects, and offer recommendations. Some statistical 
data that describe selected aspects of the programs are included, However, 
because of the nature of the problems of the children and nature of the 
data collected, all data were not amenable to statistical analysis. 
Therefore, some subjective judgements regarding the progress of the 
children and the success of the projects have been made, 

The Department of Research and Evaluation acknowledges in appreci- 
ation, the cooperation provided by the Direc.or of the Developmental 
Center, Project Directors, Teachers, Aides, other project personnel, and 
administrators where classes in the projects were held. 
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